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MEDIA RELEASE
March 11, 1987
UM'S PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM
TO STAGE FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN MARCH 14
By Carol Susan Woodruff 
UM News and Publications
Physical therapists from Spokane, Seattle and throughout 
Montana will travel to Missoula Saturday, March 14, for the 
official kickoff of a fund-raising drive aimed at easing the 
University of Montana physical therapy program's financial woes.
More than $100,000 has already been pledged in support of 
the program, says UM physical therapy Director Janet Hulme, who 
proposed a Physical Therapy Education Endowment last fall when 
the future of her program began to look grim.
In response to Gov. Ted Schwinden's recent call for further 
budget cuts in higher education, UM put the physical therapy 
program -- whose budget this year is $92,000 -- on a list of 
possible program eliminations.
All the therapists traveling to Missoula for the March 14 
event are UM graduates -- some of the physical therapy program, 
others of the University's one-time pre-physical therapy program. 
Among the Montana cities represented will be Billings, Butte, 
Columbia Falls, Bozeman, Hamilton, Helena, Dillon, Libby, 
Kalispell, Miles City and Great Falls.
The meeting, which will also be attended by UM physical
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therapy faculty members, will be led by representatives of the UM 
Foundation. With fund-raising training from the Foundation, the 
UM graduates will work with other therapists in their communities 
to garner financial support for the physical therapy program.
Hulme stresses that money raised for her program should 
augment -- not replace -- badly needed state funding.
She adds that a significant amount of the money raised so 
far has been pledged by Nora Staael Evert, who was on UM's 
physical therapy faculty from 1967 to 1975.
Asked why she decided to contribute to the Physical Therapy 
Education Endowment, Evert says, "There are those of us who feel 
you need to put your money where your mouth is."
She has only praise for the program and fears that if it's 
eliminated, Montana won't get it back for 25-30 years.
"I think we have the location, facilities, students and 
faculty to make this program a model for the whole country," she 
says. "To consider eliminating an excellent program that does so 
much good for the state is impossible."
For more information on the endowment, contact Janet Hulme, 
Physical Therapy Program, McGill Hall, University of Montana, 
Missoula, Mont. 59812; (406) 243-4753.
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